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at compromise having broken down, considerable local excite-
ment resulted, and Mr. Gandhi, accompanied by some suppor-
ters, made a tour of the district, urging the cultivators to
secure the redress of their grievances by embarking on a policy
of passive resistance. The question had already attracted the
attention of the Local Government which was only awaiting
the conclusion of th3 operations or the Settlement officers
to evolve a solution of an admittedly difficult problem. But
the unrest caused by Mr. Gandhi's visit led them to anticipate
their programme and to appoint a small committee, with
Sir Frank Sly as President, and Mr. Gandhi as one of the
members, to hold a public enquiry into agrarian conditions.
Remedial measures were found to be necessary, and were sub-
sequently given effect to in the Champaran Agrarian Act (Bihar
and Orissa Act I of 1918). Unfortunately, the tenants, while
enthusiastically following Mr. Gandhi's lead in '?, " no rent "
campaign which was to last until their grievances had been
redressed, displayed no such enthusiasm when he assured them
that the justification for passive resistance had passed away.
In cunsequence, arrears of rent mounted up, and proceedings
for recovery Jed to bitter feeling. Another incident deserv-
ing of mention occurred later in the year 1917 in the Kaira
district of the Bombay Presidency, where the crops had
suffered damage owing to late rains and the depredation of rats.
Such suspensions of land revenue as were admissible under
existing rules were given, but a demand for immediate remis-
sions not contemplated by the rules, and further suspensions
arose, based upor the contention that the official valuation
of the crops was incoricct. Here again Mr. Gandhi headed a
passive resistance movement in the cause of agrarian interests.
Landholders were encouraged to withhold payment of their dues,
and when willing to pay, were dissuaded from doing so. The
Bombay Government and its local officers took up a firm
attitude: but on the Viceroy's appeal for a sinking of
domestic differences and a cessation of political propaganda, it
was decided to make some concessions with a view to ending
the dispute. Not only were the more rigorous provisions for
the recovery of arrears relaxed, but in addition recovery was